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CHAIRMANôS MESSAGE 

Our progress from concept toward the implementation of African University in Tali, Cameroon has been 
systematic and measured.  We seek to launch African University as a fine international university that offers a 
new choice in African higher education preparing a new generation of leaders.  We have entered a critical and 
exciting phase.  Our collective effort is focused on preparing to realize phase one of African University in Tali, 
Cameroon. 
 
This report covers the 11-day visit by seven Indianapolis-based professionals to Cameroon regarding phase 
one of African University.  Key activities included field work on the African University site, visits to 
Cameroonian universities, forum for women, cultural event, meetings with the Tali Council and US Embassy as 
well as with potential architectural and construction partners.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
William Agbor Baiyee, Ph.D. 
Chairman, African University Initiative 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report captures the essence of the working visit to Cameroon regarding African University.   The visiting 

team of seven from the United States included three African University Foundation board members and four 

design professionals from Schmidt Associates.  The visit Followed significant planning efforts over a period of 

12 months that included a general survey in Tali, Cameroon of the 6.5 square miles reserved for African 

University, development of master plan for African University and initiation of planning work on phase one 

buildings by Schmidt Associates.      

 

The purpose of the working visit was to strengthen support in Cameroon and prepare for the first phase of 

African University.   The following are outcomes of the working visit:  

 Unveiled the African University Master Plan during meetings at 1) Tali Council and 2) United Stated 

Embassy to Cameroon. 

 Unveiled African University Site Plan during meetings at 1) Tali Council and 2) United Stated Embassy 

to Cameroon. 

 Discussed opportunities with the Chief of Tali and local key stakeholders for engaging and mobilizing 

community members to promote the realization of African University. 

 Released outcomes of Tali Area Community Development study at Tali Council meeting. 

 Took pictures throughout visit to enhance marketing and fundraising efforts. 

 Held meetings with potential architectural and construction partners to better understand local 

construction methods and materials. 

 Confirmed the African University site location with Global Positioning System coordinates. 

 Established the location of the 1 square mile footprint for African University (local surveyor staked an 

area for phase 1 buildings).   

 Visited the University of Buea and University of Dchang and multiple public buildings to understand 

education and living spaces standards in Cameroon. 

 Established a design aesthetic for African University campus buildings. 

 Staked roundabout, academic building and 1 housing building. 

 An emergent outcome is an enhanced understanding of how the African University campus can be self-

sustaining. 

The achievements of the working visit lay the foundation for the following next steps: 

 Develop architectural plans for African University phase one buildings including 1) Faculty/Staff/Visitor 

Housing Facility, 2) Student Housing Facility and 3) Academic/Community Building. 

 Conduct a professional survey of landscape features for general mapping and construction purposes.  

The survey should include the shortest route from Tali to the site and 1 square mile reserved for 

African University facilities. 

 Acquire accreditation for African University in Cameroon. 
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 Prepare and initiate marketing and fundraising campaign for phase one of African University. 

 Construct phase one buildings of African University. 

 Recruit and orientate academic and non-academic staff. 

 Recruit students. 

 Open African University. 
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BACKGROUND 

Purpose: The purpose of the working visit was to strengthen support in Cameroon and prepare for the first 

phase of African University (www.africanu.org).  The visiting team of seven from the United States included 

three African University Foundation board members and four design professionals from Schmidt Associates.    

 

African University has been proposed as a new model of African higher education.  The central mission African 

University will be a unique international institution of higher learning that will ensure deserving students in 

Africa and abroad the opportunity to acquire an integrated experiential education, develop their talents and 

transform into leaders of society.  African University will create a unique university model in Africa which 

provides an integrated experiential education that optimizes the social, intellectual, and personal 

development of its students as they prepare for the diverse vocations necessary to promote the well-being of 

society. The education at African University will be an enriching shared experience that links education to real 

life.  African University will expand educational opportunity, contribute to economic and cultural well-being, as 

well as promote research, development and entrepreneurship.  

 

As a unique institution, African University will implement community based programs as an essential element 

of its degree-granting programs.  From such community-based programs, people in the Tali community area 

will be able to build bridges towards improvement of their lives and communities and involvement of 

community  leaders in the evolution of a curriculum stressing workable health care solutions, sustainable 

agricultural methods, sustainable development approaches and, from these, the good business principles 

which inevitably are the basis for the sorts of sound smaller-scale, regionally-appropriate, and community-

empowering ventures which can serve as potential springboard for other entrepreneurial businesses 

throughout Cameroon and the rest of Africa. 

Objectives 

 Unveil the African University Master Plan. 

 

 Unveil African University Site Plan. 

 

 Identify location for phase one buildings. 

 

 Discuss architectural issues regarding phase one buildings of African University. 

 

 Discuss opportunities for engaging and mobilizing community members to promote the realization of 

African University. 

 

 Release outcomes of Tali Area Community Development study. 
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VISITING UNITED STATES TEAM 

AFRICAN UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION 
 
  
William Agbor-Baiyee, PhD 
Chairman, Board of Trustees 
Director, Master of Science in Medical Science Program 
Indiana University School of Medicine 

 
 

David Williams Russell, Esq. 
Vice Chairman, Board of Trustees 
Chairman, Business Services Group 
Harrison & Moberly 

 
 

Cathy Davis 
Treasurer, Board of Trustees 
Staff Accountant  
Central Indiana Community Foundation 
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SCHMIDT ASSOCIATES  
 
  
Wayne Schmidt, FAIA, Hon. D 
CEO 

 
 

Sarah Hempstead, AIA, LEED AP 
Principle-in-Charge 

 

 
 

Corrie Meyer, AICP, RLA, LEED AP 
Urban Planner 

 
 
 

Martin Sams, LEED, AP 
Graduate Architect 
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ACTIVITIES 

Visit to Local Universities 
 
    
University of Buea 
Monday, December 6, 2010 

 
 

 
 

  

University of Dchang 
Tuesday, December 7, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Meeting with Tali Council 
 
    
Unveiling Master Plan and Site 
Plans for African University 
Wednesday, December 7, 2010 
 
L to R: W. Agbor-Baiyee, Wayne 
Schmidt and attendees of Tali 
Council Meeting  

 
  

Tali community donates one 
thousand dollars to the African 
University Dream Campaign 
Wednesday, December 7, 2010 
 
L to R: HE Tanyitiku; Chief Orock 
Baiyee and Cathy Davis    

 
Unveiling findings of Tali Area 
Community Study 
Wednesday, December 7, 2010 
 
L to R: HE Tanyitiku explaining 
study results and presenting study 
to Chief Orock Baiyee who 
proceeds to give a speech. 
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Field Work on African University Site 
 
    
Walking to the African 
University Site  
Wednesday, December 
8, 2010 
 
 

   
 

Introductory activities 
on Site 
Wednesday, December 
8, 2010 
 
L to R: Arriving at site 
followed by a prayer 
delivered  by Wayne 
Schmidt  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Establishing the 
coordinates for phase 
one of African University 
Wednesday, December 
8, 2010 
 
 

   

Staking the outlines of 
academic building, 1 
housing building and 
roundabout 
Thursday, December 9, 
2010  

 
 

 

 

 

 
Contemplating and 
Celebrating the 
completed field work 
Thursday, December 9, 
2010 
 
A job well done! 
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Visiting Local Students 
 
    
Visiting Tali Primary 
School pupils 
Friday, December 10, 
2010 

 

 
  

 

Visiting new Government 
Technical College, Tali 
Friday, December 10, 
2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forum for Women 
 
    
Attendees of forum  
Friday, December 10, 
2010 

 
 

  

Sharing their Stories 
Friday, December 10, 
2010 

   
 
Showcasing local 
Rainforest produce 
Friday, December 10, 
2010 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 


